
 

US HISTORY 2, Priority Standards 2021 

U.S. II Standard 1.1: 

Students will assess how innovations in transportation, science, agriculture, 

manufacturing, technology, communication, and marketing transformed America in the 

19th and early 20th centuries. 

 

U.S. II Standard 1.4: 

Students will use historical evidence to compare how industrial capitalist leaders used 

entrepreneurship, free markets, and strategies to build their businesses. 

 

U.S. II Standard 2.1: 

Students will use primary and secondary sources to identify and explain the conditions 

that led to the rise of reform movements, such as organized labor, suffrage, and 

temperance. 

 

U.S. II Standard 2.3: 

Students will evaluate the methods reformers used to bring about change, such as 

imagery, unions, associations, writings, ballot initiatives, recalls, and referendums. 

 

U.S. II Standard 3.2: 

Students will examine and evaluate the role of the media and propaganda in promoting 

involvement in foreign affairs, using events such as the Spanish American War and 

World War I. 

 

U.S. II Standard 4.2: 

Students will use case studies involving African American civil rights leaders and events 

to compare, contrast, and evaluate the effectiveness of various methods used to achieve 

reform, such as civil disobedience, legal strategies, and political organizing. 

 

U.S. II Standard 4.3: 

Students will identify the civil rights objectives held by various groups, assess the 

strategies used, and evaluate the success of the various civil rights movements in reaching 

their objectives, paying specific attention to American Indian, women, and other racial 

and ethnic minorities. 

 

U.S. II Standard 5.1: 

Students will investigate how individual and institutional decisions made during the 

1920s, such as over-production, buying on credit, poor banking policies, and stock 

market speculation helped lead to the boom of the 1920s and then the Great Depression. 

 



 

 

U.S. II Standard 6.3: 

Students will cite and compare historical arguments from multiple perspectives regarding 

the use of “total war” in World War II, focusing on the changing objectives, weapons, 

tactics, and rules of war, such as carpet bombing, civilian targets, the Holocaust, and the 

development and use of the atom bomb. 

 

U.S. II Standard 6.5: 

Students will evaluate the impact of using international economic aid and diplomacy to 

secure national interests, specifically citing case studies of America’s investment in war-

torn nations following the war, such as the Marshall Plan and the Berlin Airlift. 

 

U.S. II Standard 7.2: 

Students will use government documents and other primary sources to investigate the 

motives behind a Cold War policy, event, or foreign operation, such as Truman Doctrine, 

containment, the domino theory, the Korean conflict, the Bay of Pigs invasion, the Cuban 

Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, and Olympic boycotts. 

 

U.S. II Standard 7.5: 

Students will use evidence to demonstrate how technological developments (such as 

television and social media), government policies (such as Supreme Court decisions), 

trends (such as rock ‘n’ roll or environmental conservation), and/or demographic changes 

(such as the growth of suburbs and modern immigration) have influenced American 

culture. 

 

U.S. II Standard 8.1: 

Students will select the most historically significant events of the 21st century and defend 

their selection. 

 


