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Contact and Support

 Website:  http://www.davis.k12.ut.us/Page/89174
 Resources, references, training documents
 Committee information
 FAQ and answers

 Email:  PSW@dsdmail.net
 Each committee member has access
 Goal: respond within 24 hours
 More complex, discipline-specific questions may be passed along

 Hotline:  Call SPED Main Office (2-5169)
 Scheduled block of time for verbal assistance
 Tuesday afternoons (2:00-4:00)
 Will determine if additional block is needed
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Updates

 myIDEA
 Finalizing issues (instructional strategies)
 Question order and sequence 
 PSW not impacting academics

 Update schedule
 Minor changes will occur as found/needed
 Major changes will occur over breaks

 Support
 Emails will communicate minor changes and rationale
 Webcasts or video guides disseminated for major changes



PSW Review

Team must document evidence of:

1. Cognitive Strength

2. Cognitive Weakness

3. Academic Weakness

Cognitive 
Strength

Academic Weakness

• Based on multiple 
measures

• Formal and informal 
assessments are required

Cognitive 
Weakness



PSW in Simplest Terms

 Response to Instructional Strategies
 Initial:  Following LCMT referral, student does not show response to intervention
 Re-eval:  Student continues to show limited response to instructional strategies at grade level without 

accommodations or modifications, responds to/benefits from specially designed instruction

 Cultural, Linguistic, and Exclusions Factors
 Formal and informal data show these are not significantly impacting student or not the only reason the 

student is demonstrating a disability

 Academic weakness
 Standard score below 80 on standardized assessment 

 Cognitive strength
 Standard score 12 points higher than lowest cognitive process

 Cognitive weakness 
 Standard score 12 points lower than highest cognitive process
 Weakness in this area is related to weakness in academic area
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PSW in More Complex Cases (we are here to help!)

 Instructional strategies 

 Which ones count and at what level or intensity

 Definition of ‘lack of response’

 Exclusionary factors

 How to rule out attendance, motivation, culture, language, etc.

 Cognitive profile

 Some variability, but not quite 9-12 standard score points different

 Flat cognitive profile, but significantly higher than academics

 Cognitive weakness does not appear related to academic weakness

 Strengths and weaknesses pattern, but all scores are within the average range
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Take Aways

 Our goal was to make the transition as smooth as possible

 Bugs and issues are inevitable, we appreciate your patience

 Every student and evaluation is unique

 Determinations are best made by the professional judgement of the team

 Criteria for strengths and weaknesses

 Based off published research, may be modified in PSW 2.0
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Case Example #1:  Re-Evaluation Results

Cognitive Processes (WAIS-IV)

INDEX SS RANGE

Verbal Comprehension 91 Average

Perceptual Reasoning 100 Average

Working Memory 63 Extremely Low

Processing Speed 71 Borderline

General Ability 95 Average

Academic Achievement (KTEA-3)

INDEX SS RANGE

Listening Comprehension 98 Average

Reading Vocabulary 108 Average

Reading Comprehension 65 Low

Word Recognition Fluency 51 Very Low

Written Expression 79 Below Average
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Case Example #2:  Re-Evaluation Results

Cognitive Processes (SB-V)

INDEX SS RANGE

Fluid Reasoning 115 High Average

Knowledge 94 Average

Quantitative Reasoning 103 Average

Visual Spatial Processing 111 High Average

Working Memory 100 Average

Academic Achievement (KTEA-3)

INDEX SS RANGE

Math Concepts/Apps 92 Average

Math Computation 88 Average

Reading Comprehension 77 Below Average

Letter Word Recognition 84 Below Average

Written Expression 93 Average
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Case #2 Outcome (ongoing)

 Attendance was an issue in the past (missed 3 years of school)

 SLD was previous classification

 Upon student return, testing reveals a potential PSW

 Put interventions into place, currently waiting to observe student response



Case Example #3:  ELL Evaluation

Cognitive Processes (SB-V; WNV; C-TONI)

INDEX SS RANGE

Fluid Reasoning 79 Borderline

Knowledge 66 Mod. Impaired

Quantitative Reasoning 67 Mod. Impaired

Visual Spatial Processing 79 Borderline

Working Memory 91 Average

WNV 65 Ext. Low

C-TONI 2 62 Ext. Low

Academic Achievement (KTEA-3)

INDEX SS RANGE

Math Concepts/Apps 55 Ext. Low

Math Computation 62 Average

Reading Comprehension 52 Ext. Low

Letter Word Recognition 46 Ext. Low

Written Expression 40 Ext. Low
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Case #3 Outcome (ongoing)

 ELL student has been consistently attending for 4 years, referred last Spring

 Mother speaks Spanish only, father Spanish and English 

 Does show processing strength in working memory, but exploring alternative 
eligibilities

 Awaiting return of adaptive assessments


