
 

U.S. GOVERNMENT, Priority Standards 2021 

U.S. GOV Standard 1.1: 

Students will explain how documents, challenges, events, and ideas such as the rule of 

law, the social contract, compromise, the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of 

Confederation, Shays' Rebellion, and the Federalist Papers significantly influenced the 

United States Constitution. 

 

U.S. GOV Standard 2.2: 

Students will examine various perspectives on a current rights-related issue; take a 

position; defend that position using the Constitution and Bill of Rights, historical 

precedents, Supreme Court decisions, and other relevant resources; and share that 

position, when possible, with relevant stakeholders. 

 

U.S. GOV Standard 2.3: 

Students will explain the purpose and importance of fulfilling civic responsibilities, 

including serving on juries; voting; serving on boards, councils, and commissions; 

remaining well-informed; contacting elected officials; and other duties associated with 

active citizenship. 

U.S. GOV Standard 3.3: 

Students will explain the processes and motivations for how and why people organize to 

participate in civic society, such as developing political affiliations, joining political 

parties, and supporting special interest groups and other non-governmental or non-

partisan civic organizations, and evaluate the political impact of those affiliations. 

U.S. GOV Standard 4.1: 

Students will examine the fiscal decisions governmental agencies must make and the 

economic philosophies that guide those decisions. 

U.S. GOV Standard 4.3: 

Students will propose and defend budget priorities at either the local, state, tribal, or 

federal level; and share their findings with appropriate stakeholders. 

U.S. GOV Standard 5.2: 

Students will analyze the justification for, and effectiveness of, specific foreign policy 

positions, such as military intervention, isolationism, alliance formation, economic 

sanctions, or other security measures. 

U.S. GOV Standard 5.4: 

Students will craft an argument for an appropriate role for the United States to take in 

addressing a global economic, environmental, or social issue such as humanitarian aid, 

migration, pandemics, or the loss of wildlife habitat. 


