
Words to understand: 

    Davis School District 

              SMART System 
     The Standards Mastery Reporting Tool (SMART) system is a new grading 
system, created by teachers, to report student mastery of concepts and 
skills. 
     Traditional A-F grading systems give students an overall grade in a 
school subject; for example, students may receive an A in language arts, a 
C in math, and an F in science, but what does that really tell parents? Can 

students read and write well . . . or did they turn in 
extra credit? Do they not "get" math concepts ... or 
do they have missing assignments? Do they under-
stand science content ... or did they fail to turn in a 
big project? It is important for parents and teach-
ers to know specifically what each student knows 
and can do. 
     Davis School District created the Davis Essential 
Skills and Knowledge, also known as the DESK 
Standards, which students must know and be able 
to do at each grade level or in each course. Stan-
dards-based teaching and reporting is not new in 

Davis. The SMART tool is an updated version of an earlier mastery report-
ing system.  

Assessment: Evalua-
ÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÕÎÄÅÒȤ
standing and skills in 
an area. 
 
Mastery: Expected 
level of proficiency at 
grade level. 
 
Standard: Grade-level 
expectation of what 
students should know 
and be able to do. 

Meets or Exceeds the 
Standard: Demon-
strates mastery of in-
formation and/or proc-
esses taught or demon-
strates in-depth infer-
ences and applications 
beyond what was 
taught. 
 
Below Standard: Dem-
onstrates an under-
standing of some de-
tails and processes 
with help. 
 
Far Below: Does not 
meet grade-level ex-
pectation of what stu-
dents should know and 
be able to do with help. 
 

ά!ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
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dard, parents, children, and teachers all  know precisely what is expected. Every time 
the child attempts a task, the performance is compared to the standard ς not to the 
performance of other children. The most important advantages for children and their 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƛǊƴŜǎǎΣ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦέ 
      
           -National Education Commission 
       on Time and Learning 

 

Why did it change? 
To help parents better understand what skills their student has mastered and where extra help is 
needed. 
To combine two reports into one SEP and mastery report.  
Give more specific information on student progress. 
Simplify rubric for ease in  identifying student mastery. 



The new SMART report gives parents of elementary school children 

more specific information on their child's progress and mastery of skills 

and knowledge. It also gives detailed information on what has been 

covered in class, and shows the child's progress over the entire year.  

CHECK YOUR  
{¢¦59b¢Ω{ twhDw9{{ 

WITH YOUR OWN  
PASSWORD! 

   Check grades, absences, 
assignments, etc immedi-
ŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ 

HOW: 
1. Go to Davis District 
IƻƳŜ tŀƎŜΧ  
www.davis.k12.ut.us 

2. /ƭƛŎƪ ά/ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳέ ƻƴ 
the far left column 

3. /ƭƛŎƪ ά{a!w¢{έ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
far left column 

4. ¦ƴŘŜǊ άtŀǊŜƴǘǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻǇ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ άtŀǊŜƴǘ 
¢ǳǘƻǊƛŀƭǎέ 

5. /ƭƛŎƪ ά{ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ƴȅ 
5{5 DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘέ 

6. Follow the tutorial to 
set up your new ac-
count. 

   Multiple students in the 
district? No problem. Par-
ents can view all their stu-
ŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ άDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴέ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ 

(Ï× ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÃÁÒÄȣ 

Teacher describes 
what information and 
skills the class covered 
during the past term. 

This document  
better describes the 
whole child instead of 
a single letter grade. 

Teacher makes  
individually tailored  
comments for each 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
to help facilitate SEP  
conferences. 

Working for 
Excellence 
reports work 
and study 
habits and 
interaction 
with others. 

DESK (Davis Essential 
Skills & Knowledge) 
what the student 
should know and be 
able to do. 

Student Information 

SMART REPORT  
SIDE 2 

SMART REPORT  
SIDE 1 

Subject or Course Title 

Rubric Standards 

3 
3 

36 
0 
0 
0 

Makayla has shown great progress in her 
recognition. 

Makayla can identify and describe circles 

and squares. 

1 

Name, count, and represent whole numbers to 5. 
Recognize relationships between whole numbers to 5. 

Identify and describe sorting attributes. 

Identify, draw, and describe circle, square, and rectangle. 

Ask questions about self, and surroundings. 

STUDENT GOAL:  

Ȱ7Å ×ÁÎÔ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
to love learning, be mo-
tivated to complete and 
turn in assignments, and 
excel in school. The 
SMART system enables 
teachers to focus on 
what students know and 
can do and gives parents 
detailed, individualized 
information to better 
ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȢȱ 
 
-Patricia Brown, Ph.D. 
Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction 


